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The staff members at the Mother Brook Arts and Community Center have their eyes set
on a new space for music and theater.

A crowdfunding campaign has been started through Patronicity with the goal of turning
the gym at the end of the building into a new performance center. A goal of $50,000 has
been set, and should that be achieved, MassDevelopment has pledged an additional
$50,000 through a grant. MassDevelopment, the state’s finance and development agency,
works with businesses, nonprofits, financial institutions and communities to stimulate
economic growth.

The MBACC is well known for its array of arts classes and showcases, but more recently it
added music venue to its resume with performances by the Boston Symphony Orchestra
and Boston Gay Men’s Chorus, among others. But the lack of existing equipment has
proven a problem, according to Jean Ford Webb, MBACC executive director. The
MBACC doesn’t own a projector, seating, and other necessities for a show, meaning all
must be rented. This adds a number of costs and limits the center to events that can
promise a strong profit.

“Unless it’s a big draw, it’s cost prohibitive,” she said.

Among the work to be done is purchase comfortable theater seating, install state-of the-
art lighting, sound and projection systems, and refurbish the balcony to create premiere
seating. Webb said some work has already been done, including a volunteer effort to clear
out the balcony in the gym area.

“Getting up to the balcony and looking down, it feels like a theater for the first time,” said
Webb. “It’s beautiful, it’s a whole different situation.”

The campaign has a number of awards for donors, depending on the amount. Those that
make a $500 donation earn the title of Producer, and will receive a custom nameplate on
the back of one balcony seat and two free tickets to the 2019 Performance Series. A
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donation of $50 makes that person an Understudy, and earns them a Dual or Family one-
year membership at the MBACC.

“Institutions like MBACC make up the important cultural fabric of the commonwealth
and are key in driving the Massachusetts creative economy,” said MassDevelopment
President and CEO Lauren Liss in a press release. “This campaign will provide a vibrant
neighborhood arts venue in Dedham, attracting visitors and residents alike to this
community gathering place.” 

Webb said $20,000 has been raised since the campaign went live on Tuesday, May 22, and
more donations have been promised. Any amount raised can be kept, but falling short of
the $50,000 goal means the matching donation won’t happen.

But Webb is hopeful after the initial surge of support, and said a series of music and
theater performances are in mind should they succeed.

“I actually think we’re going to get there,” she said.

 The campaign’s goal is $50,000 by June 28 at midnight. Learn more and donate at

www.patronicity.com/MBACC. 


